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45 s ne Ne Ac nai © into 
the hands of ſome, who are not members of the ſociety, 
to which it was delivered, and for whoſe uſe it is partic- 
ularly deſigned, it may be thought neceſſary, that I make 


ſome apology for aſſenting to its publication; and eſpe- 


cially fo, on account of my young ſtanding in the Min- 


| #ftry, and the ub j eck treated of in the diſcourſe. T have 


no apology to make, except the general deſire and requeſt 
of thoſe, to whom the ſermon was delivered, and a hope, 


that it may anſwer a good purpoſe, with reſpect to them 


and myſelf, by reminding us of our reſpective duties. 
The diſcourſe is publifhed, with very little alteration, 
from vit it was, when firſt written. It was written 
without the moſt diſtant apprehenſion of its ever being 


_ publiſhed. This, and my own wank of ability, are the 


only excuſe, I have to offer for its imperfections. 
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| 2 CorossiAxs, iv. 17. 
Take heed to the miniſtry, which thou haſt received i in 
5 the Lord, that thou fulfil . 


CREEABLVY to the predictions of 
the ancient Prophets, the Meſſiah 
* 8 N appeared, in our world, under a 
divine commiſſion, to lay down 
—— 95 0 his life for the redemption of ſin- 
= 2 0 ners. The manner, in which he 
N fulfilled the purpoſes of his miſſion, was expreſſive 
of his divine character and infinite benignity. Af. 
ter his reſurrection, he ſent forth his Apoſtles, into 
the different nations of the world, to preach repent- 
ance and remiſſion of fins, in his name. To accom- 
pliſh the purpoſes of divine grace, they were com- 
miſſioned to ordain ſucceſſors, in the work, in 
which they were engaged. In executing this part 
of their miſſion, the Apoſtles were cautious and 
faithful, in giving to their ſucceſſors explicit 1 in- 
Auction, relative to their duty. 
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Paul, in his letters to Timothy, deſcribes what 


the character of a Chriſtian Paſtor ought to be; 


and, with accuracy, delineates his various duties. 
In his letter to the church at Coloſſe, after giving 
them various rules, for their faith and practice, he 
direfts them to give the following admonition to Ar- 


chippus, their Paſtor and Teacher, Take heed to the 


miniſtry, which thou haſt received in the Lord, that thou 
fulfil it. The term Miniſtry, as here uſed, may very 


well be conſidered, as comprehending all the du- 


ties, which belong to the office of a Chriſtian Paſ- 


tor. To theſe he is admoniſhed to take heed. Then 
is one ſaid to take heed, when he practiſes vigilance, 
is cautious, and pays ftri& attention. The phraſe- 


ology of the text imports, that vigilance and ſtrict 
attention are neceſſary, in order for one's perform- 


ing the duties of the Paſtoral Office. We are, hence, 
naturally led to attend to ſeveral things, which are 


implied, 1n taking heed to the MAY, ſo as to 
fulfil it. | 
I. Taking heed to the Miniſtry, ſo as to fulfil it, 
implies, that the Chriſtian Paſtor, pay ſtri& atten- 
tion to his own heart, and ſee that it be rightly af- 
fected toward God and man. 1 
Such 1 is the influence of the heart, or mental taſte, 


on the other faculties of the mind, and on the 
whole conduct of a man, that he never puts forth 
any great exertions to accompliſh a work, to which 


his heart is oppoſed. One, who' has no taſte for 


muſic, never will become verſed in the harmony 


of ſounds. One, who has no taſte for the mathe- 
matics, will never make any great proficiency, in 


mathematical ſtudies. He will attend to any of the 
branches of that ſcience with reluctance. So one, 
who has no taſte for theology, will never put forth 
thoſe mental exertions, which are neceſſary to ac- 


quire a knowledge of theological ſubjes. If a 


Teacher of Chriſtianity diſreliſh the du ties and de- 
ſigns of his employment, he will never fulfil them. 
But no one will reliſh theſe, unleſs his heart be 
rightly affected toward God and man. It would 
be abſurd to admit, that one, whoſe heart is at va- 
riance with the divine character and government, 
will reliſh an employment, which carries them in 
the very nature of it. Nor is the ſuppoſition lels 
abſurd, that one, whoſe heart is under the domin- 
ion of ſelfiſhneſs, will exert himſelf, in a work, ev- 
ery duty of which, carries in it impartial love to 
man. As a man's heart i is, ſo will be his charaQer. 


Tf that be deſtitute of grace, and not rightly regu- 


| lated and eſtabliſhed, he will be likely to be fiery 
and tenacious, in advocating the intereſt of a party; 
or he will be carried about by every wind of doc- 
trine, and be as | changeable as the faſhion of the 
day. ; 
A corre& mental taſte, is one elfential and prin- 
| cipal ſource, whence ſprings thoſe mental and bod- 
| Hy exertions, and that attention, watchfulneſs, and 
{ſtability of character, which are neceſſary, in order 
for one's fulfilling the Miniſtry, Men generally 
Purſue, with diligence, activity and ardor, thoſe 
employ ments, for which they have a reliſh of heart, 
II. Taking heed to the Miniſtry, ſo as to fulfil | 
it, implies, that the Chriſtian Paſtor be diligently 
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ſtudious, and devote his time and attention to the 


acquiſition of knowledge, 


One may poſſeſs a pure heart, and yet be wholly 
incapable of fulfilling the Miniſtry. We might as 


well admit, that one, 1gnorant of the nature and 
properties of medicine, and of the nature and ſtruc- 


ture of the human body, is capacitated to practiſe 


the healing art, as that one, who has not a knowl- 

edge of Divinity, is capable of teaching it to others. 
Such is the ſtructure of the human mind, and ſuch 

the condition of man, in the preſent life, that he 


never makes much progreſs, in acquiring a knowl- 


edge of any art, or ſcience, to which he does not 
devote his time and attention. It is not the lot of 
man, in this world, to acquire knowledge without 


diligence, ſtudy and exertion, Hence, we never 


Tee a man, verſed in Aſtronomy, Politics, Medicine, 
Muſic, or Agriculture, who has not devoted his 


time, ſtudy and attention, to theſe branches of ſci- 


ence. Hence, alſo, one never will acquire much 


knowledge of Divinity, unleſs he make that the ob- 


5 Jet of his ſtudy and exertions. 


One may acquire a knowledge of a few particu- 


lar things, in almeſt any ſcience, and yet be pro- 


foundly ignorant of that ſcience. One may under- 


Rand two or three of the problems in Euclid, and 
yet be profoundly ignorant s Geometry. The 


ſame is true in Divinity. One may have an accu- 
rate knowledge of ſome particular doctrines, and 
be able to ſpeak upon them ſenſibly, and yet be 
groſsly ignorant of the reſt. No ſcience opens a 
more extenſive field, for the exerciſe of the mental 


7 
faculties, than that of Divinity. It opens a field, | 
for the reſearches of the rational mind, boundleſs 
as the works of creation, extenſive as the govern- 
ment of God, and unlimited as his perfections. 
No one can make his profiting, as a religious 
Teacher, appear unto all men, by bringing from his 
treaſure things new and old, unleſs he devote his 
time to the ſtudy of Divinity, and thoſe ſciences 
with which that is connected. Thoſe things, of 
which the ſcriptures profeſſedly treat, demand the 
attention of all moral beings ; eſpecially, do they 


demand the attention of the Chriſtian Paſtor. It is 


not to be thought ſtrange, that a book ſo ancient as 
the Bible, and tranſlated into a different language, 
from thoſe in which it was originally written, ſhould | 
contain things not to be underſtood, without muck 


ſtudy. A knowledge of the languages, in which 


the Scriptures were, at firſt, written, is of uſe, in aſ- 
certaining the juſt import of many parts of them. 
Frequent alluſions are had, both in the Old Teſta- 
ment and New, to the then exiſting cuſtoms and 
manners of the Jews and Gentiles. Many of the 
Moſaic inſtitutions, will appear unmeaning, or bar- 
barous, to one unacquainted with the ſtate and 
condition of the Jews, as to intellectual improve- 
ment and civilization; and alſo with the polythe- 
iſtical ſchemes, embra&d and practiſed upon, a- 
mong their neighbors. As order appears moſt 
pleaſing, when contraſted with confuſion, and beau- 
ty, when placed beſide deformity, ſo the peculiar 
worth and importance of the inſtitutions of Moſes, 
appear in the moſt ſtriking point of light, when 
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compared, as to their intrinſic worth, and moral 
tendency, with the religions of the Canaanites, the 
Egyptians, and the other nations, who lived in the 
time of Moſes, and of Chriſt and the Apoſtles. So 
frequent are the alluſions, in the Old Teſtament 
and New, to the laws and practices of the nations 
of the Eaſt, and of the Greeks and Romans, that, 
without a knowledge of theſe, many parts of the 
Scriptures will appear obſcure and inexplicable. 
Hence, the propriety and neceſſity of a public teach- 
er of the doctrines of Revelation being acquainted 
with the hiſtory of paſt ages, and of ate, which : 
have, long ſince, ceaſed to exiſt. 
No one can reaſon accurately, on moral ſubjects, 
nor addreſs men, in the manner beſt adapted to 
reach the heart, unleſs he be acquainted with the 
capacities and the paſſions of man, and the relations 
he fallen. To explain, with propriety, the doc- 
trines of the Scriptures, it 1s neceſſary to underſtand : 
the ſtructure and principles of the human mind; 
and the difference of what belongs to man, as an 
intellectual, moral, and animal being. Unleſs one 
underſtand this, he will be liable to perpetual er- 
ror, in his diſquiſitions on moral ſubjects, and in 
the judgment he forms of the goodneſs, or moral 
ſtate of thoſe, with whom he is converſant. Hence, 
it is neceſſary, that the Chriſtian Paſtor attend to 
the ſtudy of the mind, and acquire as accurate a 
knowledge of it it, as the preſent ſtate of things will 
admit. 
At an age, like the preſent, when the SEDUTHEHET 
and authenticity of the Scriptures are called in queſ- 
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tion, it is neceſſary that thoſe, who are profeſſedly 
the friends of Chriftianity, be able to defend it a- 
gainſt gainſayers. This is peculiarly neceſſary for 
him, whois a Teacher of Chriſtianity. The ſources 
of evidence, in ſupport of the inſpiration of the 
Scriptures, are numerous. A knowledge of them, 
and of the degree of evidence deducible from them, 
is obtained, by an attention to what the Bible con- 
| tains, facts that have taken place in paſt ages, and 
events that are now taking place. To collect and 
arrange this evidence, requires an acquaintance, 
with the paſt and preſent hiſtory of the world, and 
an intimate acquaintance with the Scriptures, and 
human nature. 8 
The weekly exerciſes, which, according to the 
preſent mode of inſtruction, are to be performed by 
a Preacher of the Goſpel, are ſuch, as demand dili- 
gence, ſtudy and labor. From theſe obſervations, 
we conclude, that no one can be ſaid to take heed. 


to the Miniſtry, ſo as to fulfil it; unleſs he be ſtu- 


dious, and devote himſelf to the acquiſition of 
knowledge. Hence, the propriety of the charge, 
which Paul gave to Timothy : Give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Meditate upon 
eſo things ; give thyſelf wholly to them. 
III. Taking heed to the Miniſtry, ſo as to fulfil 
it, implies, that a Paſtor preach | the e of the 
Goſpel. ; 
The ſcheme of religion, contained i in 1 Goſpel, 
differs from every other ſcheme of religion, in this, 
it is a {cheme of divine grace, It-originated in tbe | 
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love of God to the guilty ; and reſts on this truth, 
that the human race deſerve to ſuffer the penalty, 
by which the law of God is ſanQioned, or everlaſt- 
ing puniſhment. Its fundamental do&rines are all 
of them doctrines of grace. Hence, the Apoſtle to 
the Fpheſian Church obſerves, By grace are ye ſa ved, 
through faith ; and that not of yourſelves, it is the gift 
of Cod: Not of works, left any man ſhould boaſt. For 
we are his workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
good woris, which he hath before ordained, that we 
ſhould walk in them. To the Galatians he faith, 7 
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himſelf for me. I do not fruſtrate the grace of 

| God: For, if righteouſneſs come by the law, then is Chriſt 
dead in vain. To the Romans he obſerves, Now we 
know that what things ſoever the law faith, it ſaith to 
ihem, who are under the law ; that every mouth may 
be flopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God. From this he draws this concluſion, that we 
are Juſiified freely by his grace ; through the redemption 
that is in Jeſus Chrift. 
He, who, in his preaching, omits an attention to 
the doctrines of grace, and does not make them the 
foundation of his diſcourſes, cannot be ſaid to preach 
the Goſpel. He, who, inſtead of preaching theſe, 
preaches the doctrines of men, or ſentiments, which 
are not contained in the Goſpel, and ſuch as his 
own fancy may ſuggeſt, or ſuch as are derived from 
lome favorite author, expoſes himſelf to the woes 
_ denounced againſt falſe teachers. Though we, or an 
angel from heaven,-preach any other Goſpel than that, 
which we have preached unto you, let him be accurſed. 
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If, inſtead of making the Goſpel, the Preacher make 
the reigning taſte of the age, or the ſeniiments, 
which happen to be prevalent, the ſtandard of his 
preaching, he is ſure to be ſhipwrecked ; and, if he 
receive his. juft recompence of reward, he will fall 
into contempt among men. 

To preach the Goſpel in its purity, or as it came 
from God, it is neceſſary, that one lay open the per- 


© * feftions and character of Jehovah, as exhibited in 


revelation the nature and extent of the divine law, 
and man's perpetual obligation to obey it—the na- 
ture of fin and of holineſs, and the natural character 
and ſtate of man—the atonement made by Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the foundation of the ſinner's juſtification, 
in the fight of God—the Divine Spirit, as the orig- 
inal and operating cauſe of the difference, as to 
moral character, between the ſaint and thoſe who 
periſh—and the inexcuſableneſs of ſinners, for de- 

laying repentance and faith. In the ſcheme and 

work of redemption, which is, and forever will be, 

the admiration of all intelligences, the glory and 
perfection of the divine character and government, 
are more clearly exhibited, than in any, and 180 
thing elſe, 

While the faithful Paſtor holds up the doQtines 
of divine grace, and makes thein the foundation of 
his preaching, he will not fail to enjoin upon his 
hearers, the practice of all the ſocial virtues, and all 
the relative duties, incumbent on man, in the preſ- 
ent life, He will urge the practice of theſe, with 
cnergy and with the perſuaſive motives of revela- 
tion, He will call no man father, but he will make 
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' Chriſt and the Apoſtles the ſtandard of his ſenti- 


ments and preaching. If one do not this, but form 


his diſcourſes, in the atmoſphere of heathen Philoſ- 


ophy, or according to the taſte and ſentiments, which 
may, at different periods, be in faſhion, he is ſure 
to ſilence the voice of conſcience, in his hearers, and 
to prepare them for ſuture ſorrow. 

Admit the propriety of theſe remarks, and it is 2 


ealy to diſcern, that a public Teacher of religion, in 
order to fulfil the Miniſtry, muſt look into the Bible 
for the truths, ſentiments and inſtruction, which 
he is to deliver to his hearers. You will hence diſ- 
cern, that I am under obligation to preach to you 
the doctrines of the Goſpel, in their purity ; and to 
keep back from you, no part of the revealed coun- 
ſels of God. You will readily diſcern, that it is 
not for me to aſcertain, firſt, whether this, or that 
_ doctrine of revelation be pleaſing and acceptable to 
you, and this, or that diſpleaſing, and then to ſelect 
and preach the former, and omit the latter. You 
will unite in ſaying, that he who would do thus, 
- ought to ſink into contempt, and that he will have 
but an ill account to give of his ſtewardſhip, at the 


laſt day. You will unite in ſaying, Happy is that | 
Preacher, who, at the cloſe of his miniſtration, can 
ſay to the people of his charge, with the inſpired 
Apoſtle, I have kept back nothing that was profitable 


unto 70u—1 take you to record, thes day, that 1 am pure 
from the blood of all men; for I have not ſhunned te 


declare unto you the whole counſel of God. 


"Ig 


IV. Taking heed to the Miniſtry, ſo as to fufib it, 
implies, that a Paſtor preach in a « an and con- 
vincing manner. 

The inſtruction of the Scriptures, is defigne for 
the unlearned, as well as for the man of letters. 
Hence, the deſign of publicly explaining them will 
be ſubverted, if it be in ſuch a manner, as to be un- 
derſtood, only by thoſe, whoſe minds are ſtrength- 
ened by ſtudy and ſcience. No one is likely to 
have an auditory, the principal part of which, con- 
| fiſts of ſuch, It is hence neceſſary, that the Teacher 
of Chriſtianity, adapt his diſcourſes to the capact- 


ties and abilities of ſuch, as are not in the higheſt 


| Nate of intellectual improvement. It is neceſſary, 
that he be plain and explicit, in his illuſtrations of 
moral truths ; and that he make clear and accurate 
diſtinctions. Chriſt and the Apoſtles were very 
plain, in the manner of their inſtruction. Their 
hearers, though in a low ſtate of mental improve- 
ment, were, in general, capable of underſtanding 
them. I had rather,” ſaith St. Paul, ſpeak five 
words with my underſtanding, that, by my voice, 
I might teach others, than ten thouſand words, in 
an unknown tongue.” One may preach this thing 
and that, but he will never convince thoſe, before 
whom he ſpeaks, unleſs he preach to them, and fix 
upon them the impreſſion, that they a are the perſons 
and charaRers addreſſed. 

The ſtructure of the human mind is ſuch, that 
it is much eaſier to make men feel, than to make 
them reaſon. A public ſpeaker may, without dif- 
ſiculty, call into exerciſe many of the paſſions of 
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the human heart, and produce a very ſenſible effect 
upon his hearers. But, if he awake the paſſions, 
and fire the imagination, without informing the un- 
derſtanding, the effect will be tranſient, and attended 
with the phrenzy of enthuſiaſm. To lead men into 
the knowledge and practice of truth, it is neceſſary 
to addreſs the underſtanding and the heart. Chriſt 
and the Apoſtles, while they informed their hear- 
ers, and exhibited divine truth to their underſtand- 
ing, awoke and called into exerciſe the feelings and 
affections of the heart, by bringing home to them 
the ſolemnly intereſting doctrines of the Goſpel. 
The words of the wiſe are as goads, and as nails faſt- 
ened by the maſters of a aſſemblies, which « are For from 
one ſhepherd, 

V. Taking heed to the Miniſtry, ſo as to fulfil it, 
implies, that the Chriſtian Paſtor adminiſter the 


ordinances of the Goſpel with fidelity, and exert 
himſelf to ſupport the order and diſcipline of the 
church. 


In doing chis, the faithful Paſtor will make the 


inſtruction of Chriſt and the Apoſtles his invaria- 


le guide, They have given no inſtruction, which 


authoriſes an adminiſtration of the ordinance of 


baptiſm to any, except believers and their infant 


ſeed, Thoſe, who are admitted to the privileges 
of church memberſhip, ought to be acquainted 
with the doctrines of the Goſpel, and with the na- 

ture and deſign of covenanting ; and they ought to 


give ſuch evidence of their having put off the old 
man and his deeds, and of their willingneſs and 
determination to walk in newneſs of life, as ſhall 


15 


9 


be lauisfaktory to the — * 1 and ſound 


judgment. 
In different wecfoile we are to RP to find dif- 


ferent degrees of intellectual improvement. One 
may, from an attention to theological ſubjeAs, be 
able to reaſon upon them with accuracy, and yet 
be deſtitute of that mental taſte, and thoſe affec- 
tions, which conſtitute the man of piety and good - 
neſs. The heart is to be conſidered, as the ſeat of 
moral exerciſes. As the reliſh of the heart is, ſo 
will be the affeRions ; and as theſe are, fo will be 
the determinations of the mind, and the conduct of 
the man. Hence, it is ſaid, 4 good tree bringeth 

not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit. For every tree is known by lus 

own fruit : For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor 
of a bramble b1 ifh gather they grapes. A good man, out 
of the good treaſure of his heart, bringeth forth that, 
which is good ; and an evil man, out of the evil trea- 
ſure of his heart, bringeth forth that, which is evil. To 
determine, therefore, who are to be admitted to fel- 
lowſhip, as Chriſtian brethren, we are to look at 
the goodneſs of the heart, ſo far as we can aſcer- 


tain it by its fruits, rather than to the ſtrength and 


improvement of the intellect. But, while there is 


a readineſs and deſire to admit ſuch, as are worthy, 
and evidence their faith and fincerity, by practiſing 
the duties enjoined in the Goſpel, caution ought to 
be ufed againſt admitting the unholy and profane, 
within the pale of the church. If a church neglect, 
or abuſe the ordinances of the Goſpel, if they neg- 
lect a due attention to order and diſcipline, or at- 
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tend to them from a ſelfiſn, rancorous and party 
ſpirit, they are ſure to be viewed, by the world, 
with contempt, and to be verging toward a ſtate of 
ruin. | 
Theſe obſervations being juſt, it will fallow, that 
a Paſtor cannot be ſaid to fufil the Miniſtry, if he 
neglect to adminiſter the ordinances of the Goſpel, 
with fidelity, and an attention to the order and diſ- 
_ cipline of the church. Faithfulneſs to Chriſt, and 
{to the ſouls of men, requires, that he uſe his exer- 
lions to correct the errors, which may riſe, among : 
the people of his charge, relative to the ordinances. 
VI. Taking heed to the Miniſtry, ſo as to fulfil 
It; implies, that a Paſtor be prudent, peaceable, 
gentle, and affectionate, toward the people among 
whom he miniſters. DEE 
The man of prudence guards againſt ein 
himſelf, in unneceſſary controverſies and difficul- 
ties. In reproving, and in giving advice and coun- 
ſel, the man of prudence thinks firſt, and then 
ſpeaks. He pays a due regard to the time, the 
manner, and the matter of his rebukes and coun- 
ſels; and he makes it an object of his attention, to 
convey his inſtruction in that manner, which is 
moſt likely to reach the heart. In one, who is a 
watchman on Zion's wall, there is nothing, which 
can ſupply the place of prudence. Although one 
poſſeſs the knowledge and the zeal of the Apoſtle 
Paul, yet, if he be deſtitute of that prudence, with 
which wiſdom dwells, he will be ſure to involve 
himſelf in difficulties, not eaſy to be ſurmounted ; 
and to defeat the deſign of his inſtruQions. Said 


17 
Chhriſt to his diſciples, Bekold I ſend you forth, as ſheep 
in the midſt of wolves ; be ye, therefore, 8 as ferpents, 
and harmleſs as doves. 

The Chriſtian Paſtor, while he unites the inno- 
cency of the dove with the caution, prudence, and 
wiſdom, of the ſerpent, is under peculiar obligation 
to purſue thoſe things, which make for peace. He, 
who is diſpoſed to ſtir up contention and animoſi- 

ties, and to fan the fire of diſcord, will never fulfil 
the duties, which reſult from the paſtoral relation. 
Bleſſed are the peacemakers ; for they ſhall be called 
the children of God. Tf it be poſß 'ble, as much as lielſ 
in you, live peaceably with all men. 
Paul, in his ſecond epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, 
ſpetking of his own conduct, and that of their other 
Teachers, obſerves, We were gentle among you, even as 
a nurſe cherifheth her children. Gentleneſs ſeems 
here to be oppoſed to that forbidding air and de- 
portment, which ſets people at ſo great a diſtance, 
as to prevent their ſpeaking with freedom, on ſub- 
jects of the firſt importance, and with reſpect to 
which, they need and deſire information. Gentle- 
neſs 1s oppoſed to a hard, rugged, and auſtere, man- . 
ner of addreſs, by which, one wounds the feelings, 
and ſtirs up the prejudices of thoſe, whoſe good he 
ought to ſeck. Gentleneſs is eſſentially connected 
with a ſpirit of patience and perſevering attention 
to the good of one's charge, although they appear 
inſenfble of what is done for them, and frowardly 
oppoſe it. Gentleneſs is neceſſary, in the Chriſtian 
Paſtor, that he may accommodate himſelf to the 
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various tempers, conditions, and circumſtances, of 
his flock; and that he may gain the attention of the 
froward ; ſupport the weak ; bind up the broken 
hearted ; and gather and feed the lambs. Gentle 
to all men, and apt to teach, are, by St. Paul, cloſely 
joined together, as if the one implied the other. 

In order that a Paſtor be gentle, among the peo- 
ple of his charge, as a nurſe cheriſheth her chil- 


dren, it is neceſſary, that he have an affectionate re- 


gard for them, and a general tenderneſs for their 


intereſts. Saith the Apoſtle to the Theſſaloni ans, 
Being affefionately deſirous of you, we were willing to 


have imparted unto you, not the Goſpel of God only, but 


alſo our own ſouls, becauſe ye were dear unto us. It 
would be abſurd to admit, that any one will be 


faithful, as an InſtruRor, in any branch of buſineſs, 
or in any ſcience, if he have not an affection for 


thoſe under his care. The Chriſtian Paſtor will 


not be faithful, if he have no affection for his Flock 
and People. But, if he feel a tenderneſs for their 
intereſts, he will be ſolicitous for their welfare, apt 


to teach, ready to ſolve, ſo far as he is capable, the 
difficulties of the doubting, and to direct and aſſiſt 


ſerious inquirers, in their reſearches after truth. 
VII. Taking heed to the Miniſtry, ſo as to fulfil | 
it, implies, that a Paſtor viſit the ſick, and by a 
conſtant example of integrity, honeſty, and piety, 
reprove the vices of the age and place, 1 in which he 


lives. 


To viſit the fick, and to converſe and pray with 
them, is enjoined, by the Apoſtles, on the Preach- 
ers of Chriſtianity, In his converſation with thoſe, 
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who are laboring under infirmity, and who are 
made to drink of the bitter cup of affliction, the 
faithful Paſtor will not fail to bring into view, the 
conſolations, which religion affords to thoſe, who 
are the children of God; the ſolemnittes of a com- 
ing life; and the neceſſity of looking, beyond the 
preſent world, for permanent happineſs. It is eaſy 
to apprehend, that for a Chriſtian Paſtor to devote 

his time to formal and ceremonious viſits, would 
be inconſiſtent with the performance of thoſe du- 
ties, which we have already traced. A proportion 
ol his time may, with benefit to himſelf and oth- 
ers, be devoted to viſiting; but, if he act wiſely, he 


will never let the proportion of time, devoted to 


this, be ſo great, as to interfere with the primary, 
and more eſſential duties of his profeſſion, =. 
From the known influence of example, no one 
can expect to produce any great effect, by pre- 
ceptive inſſruction, whoſe example is the reverſe of 
his precepts. Agreeably to an eſtabliſhed law, 
the moral world, example invariably has more in- 
fluence, than precept. Our opinions, our mode of 
conduct, and our habits, are occaſioned more by ex- 
ample, than by any, and every thing elſe. In pro- 
portion to the importance of the ſtation and cir- 
cumſtances, in which one is placed, and the ſphere, 
in which he acts, in the ſame proportion is his ex- 


ample of importance and conſequence. Hence, the 


faithful Paſtor cannot avoid feeling himſelf obli— 
gated, to manifeſt, in his life, an example, which 
| ſhall harmonize with the laws of the religion he 
teaches, A Teacher of Chriſtianity, who would 
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mingle with the vicious and profane, and partici- 


pate with them, in their ſcenes of mirth and feſtiv- 


ity, can expect no benefit from the admonitions, 
which he may give to the vicious. They may, with 
propriety, ſay to him, Phyſician, heal thyſelf.” 
Hence, the juſtneſs of the admonition, Paul gave 
to Timothy, Be thou an example of the believers, in 
word, in converſation, in 85 in ſouru, in faith, in 


purity. 


Thus have we attended to a few ſketches of the 
duties, which are implied, in taking heed to the 
Miniſtry, ſo as to fulfil it. In doing this, we have 
brought into view, the leading duties, which I am 
obligated to perform in relation to you ; and have 


pointed to ſome of the marks, which deſignate the 


path, in which I ought to walk. Where the rela- 
tion, between two, or more moral beings, is recip- 
rocal, their duties are reciprocal. Of this kind is 
the relation, that ſubſiſts, between the Chriſtian 


Paſtor, and the Church and People, among whom 
he miniſters. With all the duties enjoined on him, 
are connected correſpondent duties, on their part. 


Hence, by a natural and eaſy deduction, may be 


traced your duties, as a Church and People, from 
what we have ſhown to be mine, as a Paſtor, and 
religious Inſtructor. In this method, we ſhall bring | 
into view, ſome of the leading duties of a Chriſtian 


Church and People. 


1. If 1t be neceſſary, that a Paſtor take heed to 
his own heart, in order to fulfil the Miniſtry ; then 


it is neceſſary, that a People take heed to their 


hearts, in order to be benefited by the Miniſtry. 
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The preaching of the Goſpel, which exhibits the 
character and perfections of the Deity, and his 
laws and plan of government, in relation to us, as 
moral beings, will have a moſt ſolemn effect on ev- 

ery ſoul. As the rays from the ſource of day, tend 
to Barden ſome ſubſtances, and to ſoften others, on 

which they fall, ſo the preaching of the Goſpel, 
will, to every people where it is enjoyed, be the oc- 
caſion of their increaſing in a moral fitnels for the 
kingdom of Heaven, or, through their inattention 
and negle&, it will be the occaſion of their increaſ- 
1ng in hardneſs of heart, and of enhancing their 
guilt and deſert of puniſhment. To every individ- 
val, it will prove, in che final iſſue of things, a ſavor 
ol life unto life, or, of death unto death. Theſe 
different effects, of which the preaching of the Goſ- 
: pel i is the occaſion, are ſpoken of by Chriſt, in the 
parable of the ſower and the ſeed; and are owing 
to the different reliſhes of heart, with which it is 
heard. For a people to be benefited by the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel, it is neceſſary, that they attend 
to it, with an honelt heart, and with a 2 9 to 
know and obey the truth. 
Although a people acquire a b lee of all 
divine truth, and underſtand every part of the laws, 

government, and economy, of the moral ly ſtem, yet 
they will be nothing benefited, if their hearts be not 
rightly affected toward God and man. It would 
be abſurd to admit, that thoſe, who retain the 
0 « carnal mind, which is enmity againſt God,” will, 
in the cloſing ſcene of things, be profited, by a 
knowledge of the Goſpel, Hence, the propriety of 
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the monitory counſel, which Chriſt gave to thoſe, 
who attended his inſtructions, Take heed what ye hear 
—and in another place, Take heed how ye hear. The 
admonition given to Preachers, to take heed lo the 
Miniſtry, is peculiarly forcible ; and equally forci- 
ble, is the admonition to hearers, Take heed how ye 
hear. | 72 

To what cauſe mall we attribute the oppoſition, 
which the Jews manifeſted to the preaching of 
Chriſt ? Why did they refuſe to liſten to his heav- 
_ enly counſels, and to embrace, with love and grat- 
itude, the religion of Heaven, and the Redeemer of 
the world ? We can aſſign no other cauſe, than the 
hardneſs of their hearts, and their diſaffection 
with moral rectitude, and the character of God. 
The judgments and calamities, which they were 
made to ſuffer, in conſequence of this, ſtand as a 
perpetual warning, to all people, of the danger of 
their not taking heed to their own hearts, and the 
diſpoſition, with which they attend to the preach- 
ing of the Goſpel. Happy is that man, and happy 
is that people, who hear the word of God, and from 
the heart embrace and obey its precepts. 
2. If it be the duty of a Chriſtian Paſtor, to devote 
his time and attention to the acquiſition of knowl- 
edge; then it is the duty of a People, to contribute 
to his ſupport. | 
That the Teachers of Chriſtianity are to be ſup- 
ported, by thoſe whom they inſtruct, may be argu- 
ed from the principles of juſtice and equity, and 
from the Scriptures. Chriſt, when he ſent forth 
the twelve Apoſtles to preach the Goſpel, com- 
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manded them to make no proviſion for their ſup- 
port, as to food, clothing, or expenſes in travelling, 
becauſe they ſhould be ſupported, by thoſe whom 
they inſtructed. Provide, ſaid he, neither gold, nor 
ſilver, nor braſs in your purſes, nor ſcrip for your jour- 
naey, neither two coats, neither ſhoes, nor yet ſlaves + of 

| the workman is worthy of his hire, St. Paul, expreſ- 
ſing the will of his divine Maſter, obſerves, Even fo 
hath the Lord ordained, that they, which preach the 
Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, And, in another 
place, he gives his expreſs command, in theſe 
words, Let him, that is taught in the word, communi- 
cate unto him, that teacheth, in all good things. The 
example of Paul comports with theſe precepts. 
Notwithſtanding he obſerves to the Epheſian, Theſ- 
ſalonian, and Corinthian Churches, that he labored 
with his own hands, leſt he ſhould be chargeable 
unto them, yet he tells the latter of them, that he 
took wages of other Churches to do them ſervice, 
and that, what was lacking to them, the brethren 
of Macedonia ſupplied. Wages are a ſtipulated 
reward, or a hire according to a mutual agreement. ; 
In his firſt epiſtle to the ſame Church, he urges 
upon them, by an argument drawn from the Jewiſh 
method of ſupporting the Prieſthood and religion 
of the Temple, the duty of ſupporting their reli- 
gious Inſtructors. Say 7 theſe things as a man, or 
faith the lau the ſame alſo ? For it is written in the law 
of Moſes, Thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox, 
that treadeth out the corn. Doth Ged take care of ox- 
en ? or faith he it altogether for our jakes ? For our 
fakes no doubt this is written ; thai he, that plougheth, 
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ſhould plough in hope ; and that he, that threfheth in hope, 


ſeould be partaker of his hope. If we have ſown unto 


you ſpuritual things, is it a great thing, if we ſhould reap 
your carnal things? Do ye not know, that they, which 
miniſter about holy things, live of the things of the tem- 


ple ? and they, which wait at the altar, are partakers 
with the altar? From theſe obſervations of the A- 


poſtle, and from Chrift's ſaying, with direct appli- 
cation to the caſe in hand, that i%e laborer is worthy 


of his hire, we conclude it is the will of God, that a 


Church and People contribute to the ſupport of 
their Paſtor, and that they are obligated to do it; 


for wherever the will of God is expreſſed to an in- 


dividual, or people, it confers on them an obliga- 
tion to conform to it. The Scriptures teach the 


duty of ſupporting religious Teachers, in the ſame 


manner, that they teach juſtice, benevolence, char- 


ity, and piety. Theſe are taught by general rules, 


which are illuſt rated by occaſional examples. This 
is the method, in which all practical ſciences are 
taught. Hence, the particular method, in which a 
People ſhall ſupport their Paſtor, is not pointed 
out. That they are obligated to ſupport him, is a 
point eſtabliſhed by the will of God. The man- 
ner, in which they ſhall do it, is left to their mu- 
tual choice and agreement—with this injunction, 
however, that there be an equality, or that there be 
no injuſtice, but every one contribute according to 
his ability. Whether this be done, by a direct tax, 
by an eſtabliſhed fund, or otherwiſe, is no further 
intereſting, nor to be contended about, than one 


; 
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; method | is more juſt, and will better obtain the end 
in view, than another. 


From the known abilities of man, we tte It 
is impoſſible, for any one to devote his attention to 


the acquiſition of knowledge, ſo as to make any 


profitable proficiency, unleſs he have reſources for 
his temporal ſupport, which do not depend on his 
own manual labor. No People can expe& much 
benefit from a Religious Teacher, who is idle and 
| negligent, as to his profeſſional buſineſs. But, this 
will be the caſe, with him, who is obliged to devote 
his attention to cultivating the earth, or any other 


| kind of buſineſs foreign to his profeſſional employ- 


ment, in order to obtain thoſe things, which are ne- 


ceſſary for his daily ſubſiſtence. While he is o- 


bliged to do this, he will but very illy fulfil the du- 


ties of his office. Hence, on the principle of ben- 


efiting themſelves, a people ought to contribute to 
the ſupport of their Paſtor, and to be punctual in 
fulfilling their engagements with him. Where a 
People neglect to do this, a Paſtor is juſtifiable, on 
principles of juſtice and ſelfpreſervation, if he neg- 


lect his profeſſional buſineſs, and exert himſelf, in 
ſome other channel and employment, for his ſup- 
port. A neglect, on the part of a People, to fulfil 


with punRuality their contracts with their Paſtor, 
is more commonly attended with bad conſequen- 


ces, on his part and theirs. It renders his circum- 


ſtances embarraſſed, and he is obliged to neglect, 
in ſome degree, the duties of his profeſſion—that 
produces complaints in them, and leads on to an 
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unhappy, contentious ſtate. But, if they be punc- 


tual, he can have no excuſe, nor ground of com- 


plaint from that ſource. 
The Chriſtian Paſtor has no more reaſon to ex- 


pect miraculous aſſiſtance, or that religious knowl- 


edge be communicated to him by immediate inſpi- 
ration, than a Phyſician has, that a knowledge of the 


nature and uſe of medicine, will be thus communi- 


cated to him. Religious knowledge was communi- 
cated to the Apoſtles, in a miraculous manner. 


They, alſo, had miraculous power to heal the ſick, 
and raiſe the dead; and they were able to under- 
ſtand, and converſe in different languages, without 


any ſtudy. As well might the Chriſtian Paſtor ex- 


pet power to do theſe things, as that he ſhall ob- 
tain religious knowledge without ſtudy and exer- 


tion. This is the method, in which 'the Apoſtles 


ſuppoſed their ſucceſſors muſt acquire knowledge, 


elſe why did they exhort them to give attendance 
to reading, meditation, and the like ? But, if this be 


the caſe, they muſt receive their temporal ſupport 
from ſome ſource, beſide their own bodily exertions. 


3. If it be the duty of a Chriſtian Paſtor to 


preach the religion of the Goſpel; then it is the 


duty of a Church and People to attend to the reli- 


gion of the Goſpel, and to receive it in its purity. 


It is from the command of God, which reſults 
from the ſtructure and tendency of things, in his 
plan and kingdom, and from the ſure relation, which 


an exhibition of divine truth has to the chief good 


of his kingdom, that ariſes the obligation on the 
Chriſtian Paſtor, to preach the Goſpel in its purity, 


=; 
and to declare the whole counſel of God. From 
| the ſame ſource, it may be argued, that a People 
are obligated to attend to the religion of the Goſ- 
pel, and to liſten to the whole counſel of God. If 
Paul was under obligation to preach the doctrines, 
which he did, then his hearers were under obliga- 
tions to embrace them. If he did right, in not 
ſhunning to declare the whole counſel of God, then 
they could not do right, unleſs they liſtened to the 
| whole of his counſel. It would be abſurd to ad- 
mit, that Chriſt did right, in declaring to the Jews 
the truths and doctrines, which he did, and that 
they did right in rejecting them ; or that the Apoſ- 
tles did right, in preaching the peculiar doctrines of 
the Goſpel, and that any of their hearers did right, 
in not embracing them. We can aſſign no reaſon, 
why a Paſtor 1s obligated to preach the truths and 
doctrines of revelation, which does not apply with 
equal force, as a reaſon why it 1s the duty of a 
People to embrace them. Hence, if it be my duty 
to keep back nothing, which may be profitable unto 
you, and if it be my duty not to ſhun to declare the 
whole counſel of God; then it is your duty to liſten 
to every thing, which may be profitable unto you, 
and not to ſhun to embrace the whole counſel of 
God. If Tam directed what to preach, you are di- 
reed what to hear. If it be my duty to preach the 
peculiar doctrines of the Goſpel, it is your duty to 
hear and embrace them. 1 

In connection with this, may be conſidered, the 
duty of a people to attend to the appointed means of 
acquiring a knowledge of moral and divine truths. 
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If it be the duty of a Chriſtian Paſtor to explain 

the Scriptures publicly, every Sabbath, then it is 
the duty of a People to attend and hear them ex- 
plained, every Sabbath. No reaſon can be aſſign- 


ed, why a People are leſs obligated, than their Paſ- 


tor, to attend to the public worſhip of God. Hence, 


if they, through negligence, inattention, or oppoſi- 


tion to revealed truths, abſent themſelves from the 
public worſhip of God, they neglect their duty. A 


very little attention to the actual ſtate of things, at . 


the preſent period, is ſufficient to convince any one, 
that the public worſhip of God is very much neg- 


lected; and that the duties of the Sabbath, are at- 
| tended to with very great remiſſneſs. This preſages 


no good to individuals—none to, families none to 
ſocieties—none to our country none to the ſouls 


of men. 


It is a diſcouraging | circumſtance to a Preacher, 
when he enters the walls of the ſanctuary, if he find 
but here and there one, who is diſpoſed to attend 
upon his inſtructions. While he poſſeſſes the feel- 
ings of man, it will have influence in diſcouraging 
him. It will make him negligent. But, if the 
People, to whom he miniſters, be in general diſ- 
poſed to attend upon his inſtructions, it will prompt 


him to exertion and fidelity. Hence, the propriety 
of the admonition, Forjake not the aſſembling of your- 


ſelves together, as the manner of ſome is. 
4. Ifa Chriſtian Paſtor be obligated to preach j in 


a plain and convincing manner; then a People are 


obligated to hear ſuch a manner of preaching. 
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There is ſomething in the heart of man, which 
is averſe to a plain, convincing method of preach- 


ing. This feature of the heart, is not peculiar to 


the preſent, or any particular period. It was vifi- 


ble in the days of the Prophets, of Chriſt, and the 


Apoſtles. It was this, which prompted the people 
to ſay to the Seers, See not, and to the Prophets, Pro- 

pPhieſy not unto us right things —ſpeak unto us ſmooth 
things —propheſy deceits. Whatever be the cauſe of 
it, we more commonly ſee, that a vicious man is a- 


verſe to being reproved for his vices. He had 


rather be paſſed by in ſilence. But, that man, who 
cenſures and complains of his phy ſician, becauſe he 


lays open his wounds to ſave his life, acts an un- 


wiſe and irrational part. Equally unwiſe and ir- 
rational is the part, which he acts, who cenſures 
and complains of a Preacher, becauſe he lays open 

to him his real character and danger. If the Phy- 
ſician lay open the wounds of his patient, merely 
for the ſake of cauſing him pain, he is cenſurable. 


Equally cenſurable is a Preacher, who is actuated 
by malevolence, in uttering truths in a plain, pointed 
manner. It is only from truth uttered without 


diſguiſe, that a People can expect to be benefited. 


If it be for the benefit of the vicious to be reformed, 


and for the advantage of a People to have their real 
character explained, then ought they to aſſent to a 
plain, convincing manner of preaching. He, who 
acts on principles of reaſon and honefly, will ever 
be willing to hear the truth, with reſpect to himſelf. 
He wiſhes not to be flattered. He deſires not de- 
ception, in matters, in which he is moſt, deeply in- 


q; 1 
= | 
| 

! 

1 

| 
| 
' 
' 

| 

+ 4 
i 

z 

! 


: 
: 

1 1 

1 

Wa 
. 

th * 
LS | 

I 

_ 
1 ' 
"0 { } 3 
1 U 
5 | : 
ws 
5 
* * 
8 
"56 
1 
4 | 
1 
j 1 
3 
W | 
= | 
| 
, = 
WT 
NY \ 
_ 
= 

1 

+ / 
+ 4% 

„ 

4 
r 
, Te 1 

E 1 

7 
11 V 
I ? 

bY 
. 71d » 
1 

* 
„ 4 : 

* . ; 

1 

_ 
1 

=== 
| F n C 
5 1 

r 
4 
: 
* 
1 1 
ih 7 
[; E 
6 
5 q \ 
| | 
: 
13 
we | 
: 1 5 
5M 
0 

q - , 

, 1 7 

me : 

: [ 

a 1 

4 4 | 

4 

f : 

= 2} 

Ys - 

| ; 

: 

44 

e ? 

Ly _— 
ON 

- 

1 | | 

Y i 

1. , 
1 

. 3 

[5 — 
t 4 
7 4 
4 
f 1 
LE ? 
— 2 
; a] 
k 14 
i 17 
0 9 
N 
' v x 
4 * 
* 1 * 
RE | 
s 3 
3 1 { 
W: | 

4 1 

= 
: 

1 
3 
N 1 
1 
111 
4 | 1 
11 
133 
FE 1 
Ly 
: | 
: . 
1 x 
— 
49 ' 
: "= 
' 2 ' 
1 FF 

5 

"FP 
4 q 
: 4 
— 8 
17 x 
+ 1.54 
: N 4 

Ws 

} x 
15 4 
1 2 
EIS... 
: A : 
4 

% * 
Te, 
197 
1 
14 
P 

55 ! 4 
+: 4 
1 

p 


20 
tereſted. No one will juſtify the Prophets of old, 
who came to the people with ſmooth ſpeeches, 


falſehood, and deception. No one will pronounce 


them innocent. But we might as well juſtify and 
declare them innocent, as we can the people, who 
defired them thus to propheſy, and who liſtened to 


their flattery and deception. How often were the 


Prophets of old, reproved and puniſhed, for proph- 


eſying ſmooth things? And how often were the 
people reproved and puniſhed, for liſtening to 
them? Happy is that People, whoſe language to 
the Seers is, See, to the Prophets, Propheſy right things 


— ſpeak unto us the truth, without diſguiſe declare 


unto us the teſtimonies of the Lord. 


5. If it be the duty of a Chriſtian Paſtor to FA 
miniſter the ordinances of the Goſpel with impar- 


tiality, and to endeavor to promote the order and 
diſcipline of the Church ; then it 1s their duty to 
receive them thus adminiſtered, and to cooperate 


with him, in ſeeking the promotion of order and 


diſcipline. 


The rules, which Chriſt gave for the adminiſtra- 


tion of the ordinances, and for the government of 
the Church, are as binding on every member of the 
Church, as they are on their Paſtor. In this re- 
ſpeR, their obligation is no leſs ſolemn than fis. 


Hence, if the Scriptures point out, who the ſubjeQs 


ol baptiſm are, and what are the requiſite qualifi- 


cations for church memberſhip, then they point out 
for whom a Church ought to requeſt baptiſm, and 


whom they ought to admit to Chriſtian fellowſhip. 


From the injunctions of Chriſtianity, from the im- 
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portance of order and diſcipline, to the well being 
of Chriſt's kingdom, and from the impoſſibility of 
a Paſtor's doing any thing effectual, in this reſpect, 
unleſs the Church cooperate, may be inferred their 


obligation to be vigilant, and to uſe their endeavors 


to carry into practice the rules Germ by the Great 
Head of the Church. 

6. If a Chriſtian Paſtor ought to be prudent, 
gentle, peaceable and affectionate, toward the Peo- 
ple of his charge, and ever willing to give them in- 
ſtruction; then they ought to be Pi t gentle, 
peaceable and affectionate, toward him, and « ever 

willing to liſten to his inſtruction. 

Lou may have ſeen thoſe, among the profeſſed 
Presser of the Goſpel, who have not praQtically 
| manifeſted that prudence, gentleneſs, and peaceable 
_ diſpoſition, which they ought. You may poſſibly 
have ſeen thoſe, whoſe practice has tended to ſub- 
vert the order and peace of ſocieties. But, while 
you have ſeen this, if you have been acc urate in 


your obſervations, you have likewiſe ſeen the order 


and peace of Churches and Societies ſubverted, by 
their own want of prudence, gentleneſs and a pa- 
cific diſpoſition. No reaſon is aſſigned, why a 
Church and People are more juſtifiable for impru- 
dence, a want of gentleneſs, and a contentious diſ- 
poſition, than is their Paſtor. It has been peculi- 
arly the lot of the Preachers of Chriſtianity, to 
ſhare in the cenſures and frowns of men; and to 
ſuffer much by the imprudence of thoſe, among 
whom they dwell. They have very little reaſon to 
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expect to eſcape this, while human nature remains 
as it now is. 

It is a mark of imprudence, and tends to deſtroy 
the peace and happineſs of a People, for them, or 
any part of them, to cenſure with ſeverity, what a 
Preacher has ſaid in the pulpit, or elſewhere, with- 
out firſt going and converſing with him on the ſub- 
Jet. It may be, and not uncommonly is the caſe, 


that the Preacher is not underſtood, according to 


his meaning. An accurate underſtanding, and juſt 
information of the matter, may wholly remove all 


ground and reaſon for cenſure. It is a mark of 
| wiſdom, as well as of prudence, never to judge nor 
cenſure another haſtily. The man of reaſon and 
ſound judgment, will never condemn another, 
without knowing that he is worthy of condemna- 


tion. That ſeverity, with which ſome are apt to 


judge and cenſure a Preacher, who has not ſpoken 
agreeably to their mind, does by no means mark 


the man of prudence and gentleneſs. Its tendency 


is not to that which is good. 


I requeſt of you, therefore, as you regard your 


own peace and happineſs, that if I, at any time, de- 


liver that in the pulpit, or elſewhere, with which 
any one, or any number of you, is diſaffected, you 


would come and converſe with me. In this method, 


the difficulty may be removed. It may be a mat- 


ter, to which you have not attended with perfect 


accuracy; or you may have miſapprehended my 


meaning. I ſhall never deſignedly deliver any 


thing from the deſk, which I do not believe is a- 
greeable to reaſon and the word of God, If, on 


LE, 


— 


your convexſing with me, 1 find J have advanced 
that, which 1s not agreGble to them, I ſhall, as one 
w ho ſearches for truth with integrity, acknowledge 
my error with openneſs and franknels. 
Another thing, which is evidential of a want of 
prudence and gentleneſs in a People, is their con- 
_ tending and diſputing, merely for the ſake of con- 
tending and diſputing; and not with a deſign to 
teach, or be taught. If the object of two or more 
8 diſputants, be to aſcertain the truth, it is good. 
But, if it be to ſupport, or obtain ſome favorite 
point, without regard to evidence, it never tends to 
any thing beneficial ; but directly the reverſe. Two 
men, let them think ever ſo widely apart, if they 
both deſire to know the truth of the caſe, will con- 
verſe together with perfect calmneſs, peace and 
friendſhip ; and they may obtain peculiar benefit. 
Where diſputants contend with rancor and ani- 
moſity, it is ſure they will be little benefited ; and 
that they have loſt fight of the object, they oaght 
to keep in view. We very ſeldom ſee a Church, 
or Society, that practiſes warm and paſſionate diſ- 
putes, about religion, without being eſſentially in- 
jured. In ſuch Societies, we never fee much relig- 
ion practiſed, It is a privilege, almoſt neculiar to 
us of the preſent age, to examine and expreſs our 
religious ſentiments, without any reſtraint from the 
civil magiſtrate. We cannot put too high a value, 
upon this privilege. But, like every thing elſe that 
is good, in the hands of the licentious, it is liable to 
abuſe. It can, however, never be abuſed, but at the | 
Þ | 
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hazard of the peace, and well being of Churches 


and Societies. As you regard, therefore, your peace 
and tranquillity, never engage in warm and rancor- 
ous diſputes, on religious ſubjects. Let your only 
object be to aſcertain a knowledge of the truth, and 
a knowledge of ſuch truth, as will be beneficial. Be 


prudent, gentle, and peaceable, in all your conver- 


ſation upon matters of a religious nature. No peo- 
ple can expect to be benefited, by the preaching of 


the Goſpel, unleſs they purſue thoſe things, which 


make for peace. The peaceable fruits of righteouſ- 
neſs never grow, in the ſoil of contention and diſ- 
cord. + 

If, at any time, I mall ba neceſſitated to converſe, 
or diſpute, with any of you, whoſe apparent defign 
is not to aſcertain the truth, but merely to try, or 
ſhow, ſtrength of abilities, I ſhall ſtand on the de- 
fenſive, and wield the weapons of argument, with 


all the dexterity, of which I am capable. I moſt 
ſincerely with, never to have occaſion thus to con- 
tend. I deſire never to diſpute, but for the ſake of 


giving, or receiving inſtruction. Among a People, 
who, are prudent, gentle, and peaceable, a Paſtor 


will never have occaſion to o diſpute with any other 


delign. 
pe the duty of a e Paſtor to viſit 
the ſick, and by a conſtant example of honeſty, in- 
tegrity, and piety, to reprove the vices of the age 
and place, in which he lives; then it is the duty of 


a People to receive ſuch viſits, and to liſten to ſuch 


examples. 
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Every Church and People have a right to expect 
and require of their Paſtor, that he viſit them when 
fick; and that he devote ſo much time to viſiting 
them in general, as will not interfere with his other 
duties. But, they have a juſt right to complain of 
him, if he devote ſo much time to viſiting, as to in- 
trude upon his ſtudies, and oblige him to bring 
unbeaten oil into the ſanctuary. If a Church ard 
People believe, that their Paſtor deſigns to fulfil the 
duties of his office, they will not object to his judg- 
ing, what proportion of time he can ſpend, in viſit- 
ing them, without neglecting things of more conſe- 
quence. You will not expe&, that one, who is 
young in the profeſſion of Divinity, can have that 
leiſure, which thoſe have, who are older, and more 
thoroughly verſed in their profeſſional buſineſs. I 1 
ſhall be ever ready to viſit you, when oppreſſed 
with diſeaſe ; - and at other times, ſo often as I can, 
conſiſtently with the fulfilment of other dutics ; of 
which I muſt claim the right of judging. 
| To one, who is profeſſedly a Teacher of Chriſt- 
ianity, a People have a perfect right to look for an 
example of integrity, honeſty, and piety. But con- 
ſtant experience, as well as the language of the ; 
Scriptures, teaches, that no one is free from error, 
ſin, and imperfection. In a moral point of view, 


no one can excuſe himſelf for the committing of 


ſins, either of thought; word, or deed. No one is ex- 
cuſable for ſetting a bad example. The Chriſtian 
_ Paſtor has a right to claim no more of the candor 
and charity of thoſe, to whom he miniſters, than is 
conſiſtent with the laws of religion, So much, as 
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is conſiſtent with thefe, he needs ; to ſo much he 


claims a right ; and fo much he ought to experi- 


ence, from the People, to whom he miniſters. Can- 
dor conſiſts, in a diſpoſition to form a fair and im- 
partial judgment of the opinions and aGions of 
others. It is the oppoſite of prejudice, which is a 
judgment formed prior to examination. It is the 


oppoſite of bigotry, which is prejudice joined with 
a certain malignity. In this ſenſe of the term can- 
dor, it is what we ought each of us to poſſeſs, and 
mutually exerciſe toward each other. It is peculi- 


ar} y neceſſary, that 4 People poſſeſs aA diſpoſition | 


to form a ſair and impartial judgment of the opin- 


ions and actions of their Paſtor. Theſe conſtitute 


the example, he ſets before them, and which they 


ought to follow, ſo far as they find, in the exerciſe 


of candor, that it.agrees with the laws of religion. 
3 my own imperfeCtion, and liability to 
J requeſt, that you would ever manifeſt to- 


RS m2 a ſpirit of candor. When you cenſure 
me, do it as friends; and when you rebuke me, do 


it as brethren. 
Having thus attended to a few ſketches of the 
duties which I, as a Paſtor, am to perform in rela- 


tion to you, and which you, as a Church and Peo- 


ple, are to perform in relation to me, I ſhall next 


addreſs a few words to thoſe, who are profeſſedly 
the followers of Chriſt. 


CHRISTIAN BreTuREN, 


PERMIT me to addreſs you, as a : brother and 
fellow candidate for immortality, To us, who 
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have publicly profeſſed our belief of the Goſpel, 
and covenanted to obey the laws, and follow the 
examples of our God and Saviour, the world look, 
for ſomething more than is ſeen in others. Chriſt- 
anity ever has, and ever will appear to the world, 
much according to the influence it has upon thoſe, 
who are its profeſſed friends. From their example, 
the world mean to determine, whether or not, there 
be any thing in religion. If they neglect the ſame 
duties, practiſe the ſame vices, and pay as little re- 
gard to the laws of Chriſtianity, as others do, they 
are ſure to be appcllated, and that deſervedly, 
with. the opprobrious epithet of hypocrites, and the 
cry is ſure to be raiſed, that religion is all a farce. 
Chriſtianity is not merely theoretical; it is vital, 
experimental, practical. Every thing ſhort of this 
is children's play, or ſomething worle. A Pagan, 
a Jew, ora Mahometan, has leſs to anſwer for than 
ſuch Chriſtians, as believe only in Jeſus Chriſt and 
the Scriptures, as they do in Julius Ceſar, or Taci- 
tus. The religion of Chriſt has received ſome of 
its deepeſt wounds, from the conduct and exam- 
ples of ſome of its proſeſſed friends. We, there- 
fore, as we regard the worth of that religion, to 
which we have declared ourſelves friends, as we re- 


gard the ſolemnity of the covenant we have taken 
upon us, the happineſs of men, and the good of 
Chriſt's kingdom, muſt feel ourſelves under high 
and peculiar obligations to live a life of holineſs, 
and the practice of Chriſtianity. We cannot in- 
nocently omit obedience to the precepts and exam- 


ples of Chriſt, 
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The God, whom we own to be ours, and whom 
we worſhip, is a God of peace, of order, and love. 
While diſcord, contention, and hatred, are the un- 
changeable charatteriſtics of the powers of dark- 
neſs, the kingdom of God conſiſts in righteouſneſs 

and peace. The ſpirit of Chriſt's religion is a ſpirit 
of meekneſs, of peace, and humility, That fervent 
charity and good will, which ought to reign among 
us, ſhone in full luſtre in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. 
At his birth, the angels of heaven, in proſpe& of 
the deſtruction of the kingdom of darkneſs, and the 
future triumphs of the croſs, united in proclaiming, 
Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. The graces and virtues, which 
he polleſſed and pratiiſed, form a perfect pattern, | 
for our imitation, in practice. He commanded his 
diſciples, that they ſhould love one another, aſſur- 
ing them, that this ſhould be the criterion, by 
which they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed, in all ages of 
the world. Hereby hall men know that ye are my 
dliſciples, if ye have love one toward another. Behold 
how good and how pleaſant it is, for brethren to dwell 
together in unity ! It is like the precious ointment upon 
the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's 
beard ; that went down to the ſtirts of his garments ; 
as the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that deſcended 
upon the mountains of Zion : For there the LORD 
commanded the bleſſing, even life forevermore. We 
muſt, hence, feel our obligation to love one anoth- 
er, with the love of brethren, and to live together 
in unity, 
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The proſperity of every Church depends much, 
on the order and diſcipline, which they obſerve. 

It is to be regretted, that theſe, at the preſent day, 
are very much neglected. It, among you, my 
brethren, theſe things have been heretofore attended 

to with remiſſneſs, or in any degree neglected, it is 
the more neceſſary, that you now redouble your 
exertions, and endeavor to obtain that diſcipline, 
and eſtabliſh that order, which become the Chriſt- 
ian Church. Be not diſmayed, becauſe your num- 
bers are few, He, in whoſe hands are the hearts 
of all men, can make this part of his Zion proſper. 

Confiding in his promiſes, we muſt look to him to 
diſplay his power and grace, in directing us in the 
paths of holineſs, and in bringing in thoſe, who are 
to participate in the joys of the heavenly world. 

' Young in the labors of Chriſt's vineyard, you 
will not expect from me that accurate knowledge 
and acquaintance, in relation to the order and diſ- 

. cipline of the Church, which is poſſeſſed by thoſe, 
who are older ſtewards. All my endeavors will be 
of little avail, unleſs you cooperate with me, in 
| exertions to ſupport that order, which Chriſt has 
enjoined. Let me aſſure you, that I will gladly 
ſpend and be ſpent for you. As a brother and 

Teacher, let me poſſeſs your confidence. Watch 
over me, and over one another, with the eye and 

ſpirit of Chriſtians. Forget me not, in your ſup- 

plications to the God of heaven. Corre& my er- 

rors with a brotherly affection. Be kindly affec- 
tidned one toward another; and let us take heed, 
that we fall not out by the Ways 
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To you, who are parents and have the care of 
the young, permit me next to Tuggeſt a few 
thoughts. | 

From the affection , you pollele for your offspring, 
it is very natural to conclude, that you are ſolicit- 
ous for their welfare, and willing to purſue any 
meaſures, which will be promotive of their happi- 
neſs. Such is the economy of Divine Providence, 
that their preſent and future felicity is, in a very 

high degree, ſuſpended, on the example, you ex- 
bibit before them, and the inſtruction you give 

them. The principal part of the inſtruction, which 

they receive from you, is from your example. This 
is the only method, in which thoſe, in infancy and 
childhood, are capable of being inſtructed. Hence, 
you find it neceſſary, to ſet before them examples, 
of what you wiſh to impreſs upon their minds. In 
them, there is a propenſity to imitate; an aptneſs 
to follow examples. By practice, imitation becomes 
habitual. Habits once formed, are not eaſily erad- 
icated. Hence it is, that thoſe, who have exerciſed 
the principle of imitation, in early life, in follow- 
ing particular examples, are apt to follow them 
through life. Almoſt every habit, which we have 
in mature life, is eſtabliſhed, while we are under 
the care, and tuition of our parents. Hence, every 
Parent ought to view his conduct and principles, as 
forming not only his own character, but as infalli- 
bly tending to form that of his offspring. In your 
own lives, practice, and ſentiments, you, who are 
parents, may ſee portray ed the future lives, prac- 
tice, and ſentiments of your riſing offspring. Your 


1 


example in ſpeech, action, and ſentiment, is con- 


ſtantly before them. It is that, which they mean 
to follow ; for it is to your method, in every thing, 


that they look for a pattern. The child always 
thinks, it has ſufficient authority for doing, what 
is done by its parents, and for believing, what they 


believe. It always thinks, it has ſufficient author-_ 
ity, for omitting, what they omit, and diſbelieving, 


what they diſcredit. 


Hence it is, that the peace, order, and proſperity 


of every Society, depend more on family govern- 
ment, and the example and conduct of parents, in 
relation to their children, than on any and every 

: thing elſe. In the government and education of 
your children, and the example you exhibit be- 
fore them, you are ſowing the ſeeds of future proſ- 


perous families, and of a future proſperous Society, 


| that ſhall regard the laws of order, of God, and re- 
ligion; or, you are {owing the ſeeds, and laying 


the foundation of future contentious families, and 
of a licentious Society, that ſhall diſregard the laws 


of God, of order, and religion. 


All the inſtruction you are capable of giving 


your children by precept, will have very little in- 
fluence, unleſs your examples accord with your 


precepts. If you accuſtom yourſelves to profane 


language, they will be profane. If you are licen- 


tious, and practiſe intemperance, they will be licen- 
tious and intemperate. If you caſt off fear, and 
reſtrain prayer, they will do the ſame. If you treat 
the Bible, the Sabbath, and the worſhip of God, 
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with negle& and contempt, you are almoſt ſure, 


that they will negle& and deſpiſe them. What- 
ever vice you practiſe, they will practiſe. What- 


ever duty you negle&, they will negle&. 
On the other hand, if you live lives of holineſs, 


if you venerate the name of God, his word, his 
Sabbath, and worſhip, and practiſe the duties of 


religion, you will not fail to have influence in di- 
recting thoſe, who are moſt. dear to Nen, in the 
paths of wiſdom and peace. | 

Lou, therefore, cannot avoid feeling yourſelves 
under high and peculiar obligations, to take heed 


to the examples, which you exhibit before thoſe, 


whom God, in his goodnefs, has committed to your 
care, and the ſentiments you teach them, As you 
regard their happineſs, your own obligations, the 


future proſperity of this Society, the good of your 
country, and the laws of God, do not omit to ſet 
| before them good examples, and to give them the 


inſtruction of wiſdom. By your examples and pre- 
cepts, impreſs on their minds a belief of the worth 


and importance of the Chriſtian religion. Enjoin 


upon them a ſtri& attendance upon the duties of 


the Sabbath, and the worſhip of God. Teach them 
to venerate his name, and to behave with decency, 
and propriety, when within the walls of the ſanc- 
tuary. Direct them to amuſements which are inno- 


cent. Select for them proper books for their peru- 
ſal. Both by your precepts and examples, eſtab- 


liſn in them a habit of reading; particularly of 


reading the Scriptures. Warn them of the danger 
of imbibing the poiſon of infidelity, Warn them 
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againſt profanity, intemperance, un chaſtity, idle- 
neſs, licentiouſneſs, and vices of every kind. Warn 
them of the danger of continuing in a ſtate of un- 
reconciliation to the God of grace, and in a neglect 
of religious duties. Be unto them an example, in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in 
faith, in purity. e 
It is to be regretted, that family worſhip i is ſo 
much neglected, as at the preſent day. Inſtances 
occur, and would to God they were leſs frequent, 
in which family prayer is wholly neglected. If any 
of you, who are parents and heads of families, have 
| heretofore neglected this important duty, be en- 
treated to neglect it no longer. Pray with and for 
your families. Let your practice evince, that you 
have taken upon you the reſolution of the pious 
leader of Iſrael, 4s for me and * Rouge we will 
ſerve the LORD. © 
While I continue among you, it will be. a pecu- 
liar ſource of happineſs, to ſee you training up your 
offspring, in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. This will afford a degree of aſſurance, that 
order and peace will be perpetuated among you; 
that the laws of God and religion will be regarded; 
and that a happy immortality will be the portion 


ol your offspring. 


Permit me next to ſuggeſt a fowe- de to 
you, who are in the morning of life. 


Dean Yourn, 
' YOU have received your exiſtence, at a time, and 
in a place, peculiarly favorable for the acquiſition 
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of knowledge, and the improvement of your minds. 
You have acceſs to books of almoſt every kind ; and 
may have intercourſe, with all claſſes of men. In 


this reſpect, your advantages are far above any, who 


have gone before you. For this, you cannot feel 


too grateful to the God of heaven; nor can you too 
ſenſibly feel your obligations to improve your men- 


tal powers, by furniſhing yourſelves with every kind 


N of uſeful knowledge. At no period of your lives, 


will your conduct be of ſo much conſequence, as it 
now eis. The habits, you now acquire, and the 


principles, you now embrace, will probably be re- 


tained through life. If theſe be virtuous and pure, 
| you may expect a proſperous journey through life ; 
but, if they be vicious and corrupt, you may expect 
ſcenes of pain and darkneſs. Hence, you may view | 


- yourſelves, as now eſtabliſhing the character, which 


you are to retain. through life, and as marking out 


your future deſtination to happineſs, or miſery. 


You will readily accede to this, if you attend to 
the eſtabliſhed connection of events, in the gov- 
ernment of the moral world. As to his habits and 


principles, you ſeldom ſee the man of fixty, differ- 
ing from what he was at forty ; nor the man of 


forty, differing from what he was at twenty. If 


any thing can dignify thoſe, who are young, it is a 
fixedneſs in the practice of virtue, and a firm at- 
tachment to the principles of religion. From ſuch, 


we have much to expect. But, we have very lit- 
tle, that is worthy of praiſe, to ex pect from thoſe, 
who begin life, in the practice of vice, and early 


advocate the principles of licentiouſneſs. F rom 


To + Wn 25 
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ſuch, we have much to fear. Hence, you cannot 


be too attentive to your conduct; nor too vigilant, 


that you do not embrace licentious principles. 


You hear much ſaid about religion; and much 


_ controverſy about religious tenets. You hear ſome 

' ſpeaking of the Scriptures, in terms of the moſt 
pointed contempt and ridicule ; boaſting that this 
is the age of reaſon ; ridiculing thoſe, whoſe pro- 
feſſional buſineſs is to explain the doctrines of 
Chriſtianity ; and accuſing them, as being an idle, 
_ uſeleſs ſet of men. But, before you embrace the 

' tenets of ſuch, pauſe and examine. See if you 
have any reaſon to conclude, that they are ſeeking | 


your preſent, or future happineſs. Examine the 
character of thoſe, who treat the Scriptures, and the 


religion and worſhip of God, with contempt, and 
ſee if they are living the happieſt life, even on ſup- 


_ poſition there were no life beyond the preſent. See 


if they regard the happineſs of man, or have the 
fear of God before their eyes. Examine into - the 


effects, that would follow, were the Bible deſtroyed. 


Search out the cauſes of infidelity. Examine into 
babe Chriſtian religion. Pauſe, and 


Sa, before you reject the religion, 


which was — by the Son of God; which 
alone opens to you a future ſtate of exiſtence; | and 


directs you the path to a happy immortality.” 
Chriſtianity does, by no means, ſhrink back from, 


but it invites, the cloſeſt examination. Your good 


ſenſe and judgment will tell you, that he, who re- 
_ jets Chriſtianity, without examination, acts the 


Part of extreme folly ; and that he cannot poſſeſs 


| 
' 
1 
| 
i 
| 
| 


- ; 
any great ſtrength of intelleQ, who would be drawn 
into a diſbelief of the Bible, by the ſarcaſms of a 
Paine, or the dreams of a Volney, whoſe thoughts 
were mixed with wormwood, and whoſe pens were 


dipt in gall. 


Fou are now at an age, in which, you are ex- 
cäeedingly liable to be drawn into the practiſe of 
vice. Beware of your danger, and practice caution. - 

and vigilance. Remember, that it is an eſtabliſned 
maxim, in the divine government, that vice ſhall be : 

connected with, and followed by miſery; and that E 

virtue, or holineſs, ſhall be connected with, and 

followed by happineſs. Shun thoſe, who wantonly 
trifle, with the name of their Maker. Pity the 
youth, who trifles with the name of God ; uſe your 
endeavors to reform him; and exhibit an example 
ol purity, decency, and Propriety in Aae be- 
fore your companions. 
Never aſſociate yourſelves with thoſe, who prac- 
tiſe gaming. From ſuch, you can expect no good. 

Lou can never expect to riſe into eſteem and re- 
ſpectability, among men, by gaming, It will infal- 

= link om,» in en of the g 800 L and. the virtu- 
unt Gre vier of the 
vicious; pe will infallibly render theaccount, you 
muſt give, at the laſt day, peculiarly ſolemn. A- 
void the company of thoſe, who accuſtom them- 
ſelves to intemperance. Intemperance leads on to 
every other kind of vice. It generally proves fatal 
to the intereſt, to the body, and the ſoul. If you 
acquire a habit of intemperance, you may be ſure, 
beforehand, that you will not eaſily lay it aſide. 
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Avoid the unchaſte and licentious. Never indulge 
yourſelves, in any amuſement, which tends to cor- 
rupt the morals, or the heart. Of this kind, are all 
amuſements, which are connected with, or tend to, 
that which is vicious. As you regard your own 
preſent, or future felicity, and the laws of your Ma- 
ker, never indulge yourlelyes, 1 in the practice of any 
1 vice. 

Improve every moment, to ſome valuable pur- 
ole Cultivate an intimate acquaintance with the 
Scriptures. Reverence the name, the laws, and the 
| worſhip of God. Devote your time, on the Sab- 


bath, to the duties and buſineſs of feligion. Live 


in the conſtant praftice of the duty of prayer. 
| Cheriſh a ſenſe of your accountability to God, and 
of your need of the renovating influences of his di- 
vine Spirit. Forget not the debt of gratitude, you 
owe to your parents. Treat them with kindneſs 
and reſpect. Liſten diligently to their counſels and 
admonitions. Accuſtom yourſelves to look forward 
to the hour of death, and to contemplate the ſcenes, 
that will follow. Early conſecrate your time and 
your talentgitaitheſſervice of God, and your fellow 
men. Nou are now the hope of your parents. 
From you t hey expedt much. Make them happy, 5 
by living lives of religion and ſobriety, and by pre- 
paring to fill their places with dignity, when they 
ſhall be ſleeping in the duſt. Remember, that the 
eyes of your God are upon you, and that you are 
not beings of a day, but are formed and atting for 
a ſtate of immortality, Accept, without delay, of 
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important and numerous. 
of this, and that we mult; one day, appear face to 
face, at the ſolemn tribunal of our final Judge, to 


the ſalvation offend i in the Goſpel, and ſecure 40 Nw 


yourſelves a ſtate. of endleſs joy: and felicity. 3 
All preſent will readily apprehend, that the 755 . 

ties of a Chriſtian Paſtor, are peculiarly arduous, 

and that the duties of a Church and Reople, ate 


Impreſſed with a belief 


give an account how we have performed our re- 


ſpective duties, may we, through the grace of God, 


ſo act our parts, as to meet in peace, and enter 
upon that reſt, which remains for thoſe, who are 


waſhed and pgrified from their ſins, and who ceaſe 


not to aſcribe praiſe to Him, that fitteth on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, 
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